Saturday/Sunday, May 24-25, 2008
CAN YOU HEAR ME NOW?
“Why God Speaks’

John 10:1-5, Hebrews 4:12-13

INTRODUCTION

“Can You Hear Me Now?”’
How God communicates, what He says and how we hear Him speak.
Communication matters ... refer to ways of communication on table.

We communicate because we were made to do so. The One Who created
us made us like Himsdlf ... so if He communicates, we communicate, if
He speaks, we speak.

God speaks ... How do you feel about that? Heard Him lately? What' s
He sound like? What' s He been saying to you?

I meet people on both ends of the spectrum ... “I hear God speak to me
all thetime, almost rapid fire” and then others “I never hear God speak,
what’ s wrong with me?

“Can you hear Me now? isaquestion that deserves an answer.

Why? Because the Bible describes God as One Who speaks; Who wants
to communicate with people and because hearing Him speak can bring
about the kind of life you were always intended to have.

Over the next four weeks we will ook at this from some different
vantage points: ways that He communicates today; how we can position
ourselvesto hear Him most clearly; and why at times it seemslike God
iscompletely silent when it comesto our life.

Thisweekend | want to lay afoundation, afoundation found in the Bible
that will help usto answer key questions in upcoming weeks.

1. God speaks!

Challenging idea for some because God isinvisible, can't see Him
and speaks inaudibly (not words like we speak to one another).

Expelled —talk between Ben Stein and a scientist, atheist. “ What if
when you die you discover that God exists what would you say to
Him?” “Well, You sure didn’t do a very good job of making Yourself
known!”

Amazing comment! Especially for a highly intellectual scientist who
has literally looked right into the very creation made by the One he
doesn’t believe exists.

(Psalm 19:1-5) The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies
proclaim the work of His hands. Day after day they pour forth
speech; night after night they display knowledge. There is no speech
or language where their voiceis not heard. Their voice goes out into
all the earth, their words to the ends of the world

(Romans 1:20) For since the creation of the world God' sinvisible

gualities—His eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly
seen, being under stood from what has been made, so that men are

without excuse.

The creation speaks of God existence; reveals His power and nature.

From the first page of the Bible to the last page God is speaking or
telling us how He has spoken.

Over 1,000 references describe a God Who speaks because He can
and because He wants to; many of these examples seenin OT.

He speaks directly to people (Moses faceto face), at other times He
chooses communicates through His prophets or angels
(Sodom/Gomorrah); other times through historical events (Red Sea,
Babylonian captivity, worldwide flood during Noah’ s days).

At times He speaks to people through dreams & visions (Daniel,
Ezekiel, and Nebuchadnezzar).

He has spoken to unwilling servants (Jonah) and wicked people
(Ninevites)

He has spoken audibly, out of a burning bush (Moses), from a cloud
(Hebrews), on top of a smoke covered mountain and even one time
out of the mouth of a donkey (Balaam).



The NT reveals communication advancements because of the
coming of Jesusthat enhance our ability to hear God speak.

He spoke through Jesus:

(Hebrews 1:1-2) In the past God spoke to our forefathers through
the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last
days He has spoken to us by His Son, Whom He appointed heir of
all things, and through Whom He made the universe.

He speaks through His Spirit:

(John 16:13) But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide
you into all truth. He will not speak on His own; He will speak only
what He hears, and He will tell you what is yet to come. (in us)

He speaks through His written Word, the Bible:

All Scriptureis God-breathed ...
(2 Timothy 3:16, also 2 Peter 1:20-21)

From these verses and so many othersthe Bible revealsthat ...

» God speaks clearly (clear communication is never the problem)

» God speaks accur ately (sees big picture, speaks with this
perspective, speaks specifically)

» God speaks often (more than we probably hear Him)

God speaks ... it isamatter of faith (scientist) ... do you believe?

Why does God speak? What is His ultimate motivation?

Isit to tell uswhat to do and what not to do; help us make decisions;
know whether to take this job or that job; to help me live a pure/moral
life; to help me avoid temptation; to help me remember what | would
normally forget, info download, etc.

This happens but the primary reason God speaksto peopleis ...

2. God speaks so that you might know Him PERSONALLY .

(Jeremiah 9:23-24, John 10)

This has always been His highest good for us from the first human
beings to the one most recently born on the planet. It isthe big deal
of life from God' s perspective.

(In Jeremiah 9:23-24) Thisiswhat the Lord says: “ Let not the wise
man boast of hiswisdom or the strong man boast of his strength or
the rich man boast of his riches, but |et himwho boasts boast about
this: that he understands and knows Me, that | amthe Lord, Who
exer cises kindness, justice and righteousness on Earth, for in these |
delight,” declaresthe Lord.

In John 17 Jesus said ... Now thisis eternal life: that they may know
You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, Whom You have sent. (v.3)

Eternal life = knowing God personally. That iswhy Jesus came ...
so people, created and loved by God would know Him in the way
they were originally created to know Him.

Jesus didn’t come to make us moral, to make us biblically literate, to
make us religious, so we'd go to Heaven and not Hell, to make us
Baptist, Lutheran or Catholic, but through faith in His Son that we
would become alive spiritually in order that we might know God
personally and make Him known to others.

So that we above al others would live abundant lives, lives that
reflect the very life of the one we follow, livesthat cause others to
say ... what' s with these people?!

Thisisn't aways what people outside the church believe we are
about. Some of their thinking is based on awrong perception and
some of it iswhat we' ve helped to create ... by not emphasizing
what’s on God' s heart and by majoring on the minors instead of the
more important matters. (sin hierarchy)

Thiskind of personal relationship is described beautifully by Jesus
in John 10 when He says ...



“1 tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by
the gate, but climbsin by some other way, is athief and a robber. 2
The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep. 3 The
watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice.
He calls his own sheep by name and |eads them out. 4 When he has
brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep
follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow
a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not
recognize a stranger’svoice.” (John 10:1-5)

When we know God personally Jesus reveal s that we experience:

» Personal recognition - | know you (name), you know Me (voice)
o Personal reassurance - Trust me, | do trust you (listen/respond)

» Personal leadership - | will lead you, | will follow

God speaks so that you will know Him personally; do you recognize
His voice, do you trust what He says, do you follow His lead?

God speaks because He wantsto CHANGE your life.

(Hebrews 4:12-13) For the Word of God isliving and active.
Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing
soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and
attitudes of the heart. Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’ s
sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of Him
to Whom we must give account.

» Ongoing change (for alifetime; don't get stuck in halftime)
» Lasting change (no quick, temporary fix but change that lasts)

» Surprising change (in areas we aren’t even aware of ... cool!)

Closing comments:

God speaks ... clearly, accurately and often

He speaks so that you might know Him personally. Do you recognize
Hisvoice, trust what He says, follow His lead?

He speaks and you experience life change, ongoing life change that can
at times be very surprising.

Theway it begins ... you hear Him affirming that Jesusis His Son, that
He came because you, like every person, have been spiritually separated
from your creator because of your sin.

Forgiveness and freedom from sin’s sickness has been provided for you
in Jesus ... accept Him, what He' s done for you and see God' s
communication between God and you will begin in abrand new way.

Song

Next week: “How God Speaks’ How does God speak today? Do you
think He speaks often or just now and then? Does He just speak to us
when we pray, read the Bible or go to church? If so what about the other
99.9% of our life? Let’slook at thistogether next weekend.

Pray



